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silver pins through their cheeks. Annamma is the
principal goddess at another shrine in Bangalore City,
and in the same shrine are sis other deities, Chandesvar-
amma, Mayesvaramma, Maramma (the cholera god-
dess), Udalamma (she of the swollen neck), Kokka-
lamma (the goddess of coughs), Sukhajamina (the
goddess of measles and small-pox).
At some villages a little distance from Bangalore
the deity was simply the grama-devata, the village
goddess. In Mysore City the grama-devata is know as
Bisal-Mariamma (Bisal in Canarese means sunlight,
and I was told that M&ri means sa&tt1 or power). The
deity seems to have been originally connected with
sun-worship. I was told that her shrines are never
covered with a roof, and one of the symbols represent-
ing the deity is a brass pot full of water with a small
mirror leaning against it, called Kunna-Kannadi> i.e.
eye-mirror.
There are seven Mari deities, all sisters, who are
worshipped in Mysore. All the seven sisters are
regarded vaguely as wives or sisters of Siva.
In Mysore villages Mahadeva-Amma, the great
goddess, and Huliamma, the tiger-goddess, are found ;
and doubtless there are countless other names in the
Mysore State for the many deities who are worshipped
as the guardians of the villages and the averters of
epidemics and other misfortunes.
It is quite probable that, originally, in South India
the village goddesses had all quite simple names, such
as Uramma or Grama-devata, both meaning village
goddess, or Peddamma, great mother, and that the
imagination of the villagers gradually invented special
titles for their own guardian deities. But at the present
time the village deities consist of a most miscellaneous
collection of spirits, good, bad, and indifferent, who
1 The chief Hindu gods are held to be aetionless, far with-
drawn from the bustle of the universe. la each case, however,
the god's energy manifests itself in his wife, who is called his
Sakii. Those Hindus who worship Kali, the wife of Siva, are
called Saktas. For M&ri see also p. 32,